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Memory verse for this week: Prov 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.. 
 
Introduction: Last week we saw Jesus attempting to reach the Jews with the 
truth concerning His relationship with the Heavenly Father.  He told them that if 
they were truly of their father Abraham, that they would do his works.   And they 
marveled when Jesus said that Abraham rejoiced to see Jesus come, and 
thought He was lying when Jesus said “Before Abraham, I am.”  It was true, 
because Jesus was God manifested in the flesh. 
 
Overview of John 9: John 9, in its entirety, deals with Jesus’ giving sight to a 
blind man and the ensuing debate with the Pharisee which took place afterward. 
 
 
I. The Blind Man Healed  
 
John 9:1  And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 
John 9:2  And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or 
his parents, that he was born blind? 
 
Upon leaving the Temple and the uproar among its leadership, Jesus “passed 
by” a man blind from birth. His disciples wanted to know whose sin was 
responsible for the man’s blindness: he or his parents.   As implied in John 5 
and the healing of the impotent man at Bethesda, sin may indeed be the cause of 
physical impairment.   It was routinely assumed by the Jews that disease was 
the result of sin.  
 
Though this often may be true, Jesus here made it clear this was not the case for 
this man. In fact, their logic is inane in assuming that the man prior to birth could 
have sinned thus causing his blindness.   
 

Matthew Henry said this about the Lord being the light of the world. 
 
The compassions of our Lord Jesus towards him were very tender. He saw him; that is, 
he took cognizance of his case, and looked upon him with concern. When God is about to 
work deliverance, he is said to see the affliction; so Christ saw this poor man. Others saw 
him, but not as he did. This poor man could not see Christ, but Christ saw him, and 
anticipated both his prayers and expectations with a surprising cure. Christ is often 
found of those that seek him not, nor see him, Isa_65:1. And, if we know or apprehend 
any thing of Christ, it is because we were first known of him (Gal_4:9) and apprehended 



by him, Phi_3:12. 
 

We see that the man which was near Jesus was blind from his birth.  How 
horrible that a person could never see the wonders and beauty to God’s 
creations.  But even if in this life we have our eyesight and yet never come to 
know Jesus as Savior, we are spiritually blind which is far worse.  If a person 
never had eyesight in this life and still knew Jesus as Savior, the day will come 
when those eyes will be able to see when we receive our glorified bodies from 
the Lord.  
 
Man is born with a sinful nature and is blinded to his sin. 

 
Eph 4:17  This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth 
walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 
Eph 4:18  Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the 
life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness 
of their heart: 
 
Today, the Jews eyes are blinded to the truth that Jesus was the Messiah 
who came to earth almost 2000 years ago. 
 
2 Cor 3:14  But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the 
same veil untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which veil is 
done away in Christ. 
 
Who is responsible for blinding people’s eyes to the truth?  It is the 
ultimate deceiver, Satan himself. 
 
2 Cor 4:3  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 
2 Cor 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them. 

 
  
John 9:3  Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but 
that the works of God should be made manifest in him. 
John 9:4  I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night 
cometh, when no man can work. 
 
Jesus explained that God allowed this man’s blindness “that the works of God 
should be made manifest in him.”   This man’s blindness had been permitted by 
God in order that Jesus might heal him,  thus glorifying Him.  
 
Jesus clearly teaches that this man was not born blind due to his sin or his 
parent’s sin.  It was done truly for the Glory of God.  When we face trials, it may 
seem hard at the time, but God may be using the trial to bring a more excellent 
thing into our lives.  We grow the most when we are under the test.  Jesus 



warns that He was to be about the Father’s work because the night was coming 
when no man can work.   If Jesus could see the urgency of the day back then, 
how much greater should our eyes be opened to the task at hand.  Truly, the 
fields are all white ready for the harvest. 
 
 
 I was reading in John Calvin’s commentary on these first 4 verses, and I want to 
share some of his thoughts on this. 
 
“Since the scripture declares that all mankind’s troubles come from sin, whenever 
we see anyone in a bad state we cannot help thinking that the distresses are 
punishments inflicted by God’s hand.  But here we generally err in three ways. 
 
Since everyone is a sharp critic of others, few apply the same severity to 
themselves as they should.  If things go badly with my brother, I at once 
acknowledge the judgment of God.  But if God chastises me with a heavier blow, 
I overlook my sins.  In thinking about punishments, everyone should begin with 
himself and spare no one less than himself.  And so, if we want to judge fairly in 
this matter, we must learn to be perspicacious about our own evils rather than 
about other’s. 
 
The second error lies in being unduly sever.  No sooner is a man touched by the 
hand of God than we interpret it as deadly hatred and make crimes out of faults 
and almost despair of his salvation.  On the other hand, we excuse our sins and 
are hardly conscious of faults when we have committed most serious crimes. 
 
Thirdly, we are wrong to condemn everyone without any exception whom God 
exercises with the cross.  What we have said just now is undoubtedly true, that 
all our distresses arise from sin.  But God afflicts his people for various reasons.  
Just as there are some whose crimes he does not avenge in this world, but 
whose punishment he delays to the future life, to try them the harder, so he often 
treats his faithful more severely, not because they have sinned more, but that he 
may put to death the sins of the flesh for the future.  Sometimes, too, he is 
testing their obedience or training them to be patient.  We see that holy Job – a 
righteous man, and one who fears God – is the most miserable person on earth, 
and yet not on account of his sins.  For God’s purpose was quite different: it was 
that his godliness might be the more fully testified in adversity.  So it is a wrong 
interpretation to attribute all afflictions, without distinction, to sins, as if the 
measure of punishments were equal, or as if God had no other purpose in 
punishing men than what every man deserves.” 
 
Jesus, in knowing His ministry would not continue much longer (approximately 6 
months), expressed a sense of urgency.    Night was coming spiritually.   In a 
day when artificial electric light was unknown, work had to be completed before 
darkness set in. Jesus therefore noted the urgency of the hour.   The world 
(kosmos) was not Jesus’ home.  



 
 
II.   Jesus is the Light of the World 
 
John 9:5  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 
 
Throughout the Gospel of John, Jesus is ascribed as being light.  
 

Joh 1:4  In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
 
Joh 1:8  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.  
Joh 1:9  That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the 

world.  
Joh 1:10  He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world 
knew him not. 
 
Joh 8:12  Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he 
that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 

 

 
While Jesus was in the world, He remained a light to the world. The light shined 
in the darkness, yet the darkness comprehended it not. The time was fast 
approaching when His light would be taken from the world physically   
 
We live in a wicked world today.  Each week I hear more and more that makes 
me glad that this world is not my home.  Just like Abraham who lived as a 
pilgrim on earth passing through, our destination is heaven to be with our Lord 
Jesus Christ.   And Jesus was always about doing the good works of God.   Do 
people see God in our lives, or has Satan got us so busy with trivial matters that 
we don’t live for God.  That should not happen.  Just like Jesus, we should be 
busy doing the works of the Father. 
 

Mat 5:14  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot 
be hid. 
Mat 5:15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on 
a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 
Mat 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

 
 
John 9:6  When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of 
the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 
John 9:7  And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by 
interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing. 
 
 
Jesus took steps to heal the blind man.  It was a folk remedy of the Jews that 
saliva held curative powers for the eyes.  However, it could never open blind 



eyes.  Moreover, it was forbidden to be applied on the Sabbath. Jesus’ saliva 
likely held no therapeutic power. Rather, He evidently followed traditional custom 
in inaugurating His healing.  The word translated as anointed (epicriw epichrio) 
literally implies he spread the clay thinly over his eyes.  He then sent the man to 
wash in the pool of Siloam. This was a pool used for ceremonial cleansing.  
 
The pool was actually the terminus of Hezekiah’s conduit which had been built 
centuries earlier to bring water into the city during times of war and siege.   
Again, the pool held no therapeutic power to heal. It was a means to wash the 
clay from the face of the blind man. (This is the same pool which Jesus so 
alluded to in Luke 13.) 
 

Luk 13:2  And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans 
were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things?  

Luk 13:3  I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.  
Luk 13:4  Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, 
think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? 

 
 

 
At one time there was a tower nearby which collapsed onto men seeking 
ceremonial cleansing, killing them. Upon washing, the man “came seeing.” The 
work of God was manifest!    
 
We see Jesus doing a very unusual thing with the man.  It says he spit on the 
ground and then made clay from the wet soil, and placed it on the blind man’s 
eyes.   Would wet clay mixed with human saliva form a healing concoction 
today that could heal a child’s eyes who was blind from birth?  No… it was not 
the method, it was the one who performed the miracle.  The miracle of healing 
was due to the man exercising faith in Jesus Christ.  It probably also speaks of 
how the simplest of things can be used to heal if God so chooses.  It says that 
our old bodies come from the dust and then return to the earth from which we 
came. 

 
Eccl 12:7  Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit 
shall return unto God who gave it. 

 
John 9:8  The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen him that he 
was blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged? 
John 9:9  Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he. 
John 9:10  Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened? 
John 9:11  He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and 
anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I 
went and washed, and I received sight. 
 
The mans neighborhood began to buzz about what had happened and if he in 
fact was their neighbor.  The blind man confirmed it was he.  The people take 



notice that this man’s eyes have been opened.  They say “Is this not he that sat 
and begged?”  Blind people had no way of making a living in those days, and all 
they could do was sit and hope that someone would have compassion on him.   
 
In the book “Exploring the Gospels – John” by John Phillips, he had these 
comments about the blind man receiving his sight.   
 

“In verse 8-12 it say the man was heard.  His voice was raised in 
testimony and praise of the one who had given him sight.  We note what 
the multitudes said, a mixed reaction to the miracle.  The second fact 
about the man:  the man who was blind, was blind no more; the man who 
had begged, begged no more.  A genuine work of grace always turns 
persons into useful members of society, as well as opens their eyes to 
divine truth.  Still puzzling over the transformation, some people said :He 
is like him." :Others said “This is he”  They demanded to know “How were 
your eyes opened? “  That is the wonderful thing about a miracle of 
grace.  People want to know what happened.   
 
A transformed life is a powerful testimony.  The man said “A man that is 
called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes…”  They said “Where is 
he?”    “I know not.”  It is remarkable that this man is so ignorant of 
Jesus.  He did not know who he was or where he was.  It is instructive of 
the fact that we do not have to know much about Jesus in order to be 
saved.  All this man knew was his name—Jesus, the one who saves.  
One does not have to be a theologian in order to experience salvation.  
One does not have to have thorough knowledge of who Jesus is .  But we 
need to know his name and be willing to respond in faith.”    

 
I would like to add that no one will ever come to Jesus without first being drawn 
by the Holy Spirit.   If we are drawn by the Spirit, convicted of our sins, repent 
and accept Christ by faith, the Bible clearly teaches that we will be saved.  In 
John Chapter 6, Jesus said that all that come to Him are given  to Him by the 
Father. 
 

John 6:37  All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 
 
John 16:13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall 
hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. 

 
The people enquired how he was healed. The man where upon rehearsed what 
Jesus had instructed him, which he did as recorded in verse 11. 
 
John 9:11  He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and 
anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I 



went and washed, and I received sight. 
 
In Adam Clarke's commentary, he said this about verse 11. 
 

John 9:11 
 
A man that is called Jesus - The whole of this relation is simple and artless in the 
highest degree. The blind man had never seen Jesus, but he had heard of his name - he 
felt that he had put something on his eyes, which he afterwards found to be clay - but 
how this was made he could not tell, because he could not see Jesus when he did it; 
therefore he does not say, he made clay of spittle - but simply, he made clay, and spread 
it upon my eyes. Where a multitude of incidents must necessarily come into review, 
imposture and falsehood generally commit themselves, as it is termed; but, however 
numerous the circumstances may be in a relation of fact, simple truth is never 
embarrassed. 
 
John 9:12  Then said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I know not. 
John 9:13  They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind. 
John 9:14  And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened 
his eyes. 
John 9:15  Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his 
sight. He said unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see. 
 
In further inquiring, they wanted to know where Jesus was. He didn’t know, so 
they brought the beggar to the Pharisees.  Their motive in so bringing him to the 
Pharisees perhaps is revealed in that Jesus had healed on a sabbath. Though 
the Jews held it was unlawful to place saliva upon another’s eyes for therapeutic 
purposes on the Sabbath, again, there is no injunction against such in the Old 
Testament.  Whatever Jesus violated was rabbinical tradition and not Scripture.  
He held little regard for the former. Nevertheless, the fact he had healed upon the 
Sabbath day infuriated the Pharisees. The critical Pharisees therefore promptly 
interrogated the man how he was healed and he again related the story.  
 
The Pharisees can tell that this man has been changed.  And anyone who finds 
Jesus as Savior is changed.  As the bible says, all things become new.  We are 
born again, not of the flesh, but of the spirit.  We are to walk in this newness of 
life.  God would have all men to realize that Jesus is the Savior of the world. 

 
John 6:28  Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might 
work the works of God? 
John 6:29  Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 

 
It is time that we cast off the works of darkness and walk in the light. 
 

Rom 13:12  The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast 
off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 



 
1 John 1:5  This then is the message which we have heard of him, and 
declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
1 John 1:6  If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 
1 John 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin. 
1 John 1:8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

 1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
As John taught, we are to walk in the light.  If we don’t, we either do not know 
Christ as Savior or we are so carnal that we are no longer in fellowship with God. 

 
John 8:12  Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life. 

 
John 9:16  Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, 
because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a 
sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them. 
John 9:17  They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he 
hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet. 
 
Jesus’ ministry, in part, was to divide by the truth.    
 

Luk 12:51  Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; 
but rather division: 

 

Here, “there was a division among them.” The Pharisees said, “This man is not of 
God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day.”   They erred in that they knew 
not the Scripture as they professed.   Jesus did not violate the Scripture, only 
their rabbinical tradition which they had added  onto the Law.   Others saw the 
obvious working of God in His healing as He intended. They concluded a sinner 
could not do such miracles.     
 
The pompous Pharisees, hoping to entrap the blind man with their leading 
questions, asked what he thought about Jesus.   He spoke ascribing Him to be 
a prophet.  
 
The Pharisees were so wrapped up in the ceremonial law and following the 
traditions of men that they couldn’t see the forest for the trees.   You and I both 
know that to do one good work is better than to have 50 good intentions.  Jesus 
was a doer, and he was not one worried about what day he did good on.  Every 
day of our life is available to do good.  They argued because many thought the 



observance to the Sabbath was far more important than making a blind man see.   
And while we may condemn them for their lack of understanding, we too have to 
be careful that we don’t get caught up in our time tables and self imposed 
limitations that we don’t take opportunities to do good.    
 
All we need do is look around us, and there are hurting people on every hand.  
But Satan wants us to stay inside our comfort zone and not get involved.  And 
that is easier than being in the battle, but God help us to put Satan behind us and 
pick up our sword (the Word of God) and go out and fight. (Ephesians 6:17)  The 
man who was blind saw Jesus more clearly than they. .. he says that he is a 
prophet.   He was so much more than a prophet.  He was Prophet, Priest, and 
King. 
 
 
III.  Parents of Blind Man are Questioned 
 
John 9:18  But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, 
and received his sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his 
sight. 
John 9:19  And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say was born 
blind? how then doth he now see? 
John 9:20  His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, 
and that he was born blind: 
John 9:21  But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened 
his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself. 
 
The Pharisees, like lawyers on cross examination, therefore began to interrogate 
the blind man’s parents.  Notice the virtual sneer of doubt in their statement, 
“who ye say was born blind?”  They evidently hoped to find the man was not in 
fact really blind and therefore expose Jesus as a fraud.  The parents of course 
verified the truth. However, they were intimidated by the influence of the 
Pharisees and deferred the interrogation back to their adult son. “He is of age; 
ask him: he shall speak for himself.”  They in essence said, ‘He’s an adult. He 
can speak for himself.’  
 
We see that the Pharisees are determined to get to the bottom of this.  They 
don’t believe that Jesus really healed the man’s eyes, so they ask the parents.   
And they have realized that he can now see.   Several people saw a difference 
in the man after his encounter with Jesus.   The neighbors saw a difference in 
verses 8-12 while the Pharisees saw a difference in the man in verses 13-17. 
. 
 
John 9:22  These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for 
the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he 
should be put out of the synagogue. 
John 9:23  Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him. 



 
The parents’ intimidation lay in the fact they knew the Pharisees had the 
influence to have them ‘excommunicated’ from their synagogue, which to an 
observant Jew was abhorrent.   With this reasoning, they threw the ball back 
into their son’s court.   What a sad commentary. On a day when they should 
have been rejoicing over their son’s healing, they were interrogated and 
intimidated by the hostile, uncaring, professional leaders of their religion.  
 
 
Several people saw a difference in the man after his encounter with Jesus. 

1. The neighbors saw a difference in verses 8-12 
2. The Pharisees saw a difference in the man in verses 13-17 
3.  The Parents saw a difference in their son in verse 18-23 
4.  And finally, the blind man sees a difference in himself in verses 24-34. 

 
But most importantly, Jesus saw a difference in the man.  When the Master 
touches us, we are never the same after that. 
 
John 9:24  Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, 
Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner. 
John 9:25  He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: 
one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. 
John 9:26  Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how opened he 
thine eyes? 
John 9:27  He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: 
wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples? 
 
The hard-hearted Pharisees were intent in having Jesus declared a sinner.  
They further interrogated the healed man toward that end.    They piously 
enjoined him to give God the praise (literally, glory).   The healed man again 
would not enter their trap of words. He simply yet forcibly deferred saying, 
“Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that whereas I was 
blind, now I see.”  
 
The Pharisees verbal snare backfired upon them. Rather than incriminate Jesus, 
the man in fact clearly glorified and verified His divine power.  
 
You would’ve thought that the people who knew God’s word the best would’ve 
wanted to break out in a hallelujah chorus when the blind man is made to see.  
But not this group.  They are so self righteous and full of their legacy of Abraham 
and Moses.  And they were right to be proud of their lineage, but they were so 
far from God when it came to understanding the truth.  They do not want to 
acknowledge that Jesus could have done this.  They tell the man to “Give God 
the Praise”, because we know this man is a sinner.  Funny thing was, Jesus 
would have told the man the same thing about giving the honor and glory to God.  
But verse 25 is my favorite verse of chapter 9.  This is the blind man speaking 



now… “He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not:  one 
thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see.”  The man may not have been 
versed well in the scriptures, and probably had limited schooling if any at all.  
But he knew some things for certain.  Before, he could not see.  After Jesus 
came, he could see.   In my life, that is exactly how I lived for 12 years.  Blind to 
the truth, and couldn’t see a far off.   
 
Here in 2015, I can say that when Jesus saved my soul in 1963, I have had 52 
years of peace, joy, and happiness.  And what is so wonderful, is that it is never 
going to end.  When my eyes close in death, I’ll awake in the presence of God.  
Not because of what I have done.. I have failed God miserably…. But because of 
what Jesus did for me. 

 
2 Cor 5:6  Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are 
at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 
2 Cor 5:7  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 
2 Cor 5:8  We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from 
the body, and to be present with the Lord. 

 
Like attorneys thwarted in their cross examination, the Pharisees could only think 
to return to their basic interrogation. “What did he to thee? how opened he thine 
eyes?”  The poor fellow, becoming exasperated, said in effect, ‘I’ve already told 
you. Maybe you want to hear it again so you can become His disciples.’  
 
 
John 9:28  Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are 
Moses' disciples. 
John 9:29  We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not 
from whence he is. 
John 9:30  The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous 
thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 
John 9:31  Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a 
worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. 
John 9:32  Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the 
eyes of one that was born blind. 
John 9:33  If this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 
John 9:34  They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, 
and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out. 
 
When scoffers can no longer argue the merits of the message, they turn to 
attacking the messenger.  The word translated as revile (loidorew loidoreo) has 
the sense of verbally attacking.   They lit into him with their tongues.  
 
Then they added what to their mind must have been the ultimate insult. “Thou 
are his disciple.”   Then they pompously and piously added, “but we are Moses’ 
disciples.” Ironically, they were oblivious to the One of whom Moses foretold.    



They continued their pompous pious boast of Moses adding, “as for this fellow, 
we know not from whence he is.”  They were not being honest.  They well knew 
He was from Galilee. Yet, to add weight to their petty argument, they 
conveniently forgot that.  
 
These fellows used some real logic here.. “Jesus doesn’t keep the Sabbath” so 
he is unworthy of us because he doesn’t do things our way.    
 
J. Vernon McGee said that these Pharisees would have been a match for Greek 
Philosophers.   
 
They used a syllogistic method of arguing.  They have a major premise, a minor 
premise, and then a conclusion.  If both premises are true, the conclusion is 
true.   Here was what they believed: 
 
 Major Premise – all people from God keep the Sabbath 
 Minor Premise – Jesus does not keep the Sabbath 
 Conclusion --   Jesus is not from God.     
 
This confused the people.  What they should have used was: 
 
 Major Premise – Only people from God can open the eyes of the blind 
 Minor Premise – Jesus opened the blind man’s eyes 
 Conclusion – Jesus is from God. 
 
The healed man replied, perhaps with a touch of exasperated sarcasm.   He in 
effect said, ‘Here is an amazing thing. You guys are so smart that you are 
supposed to know everything, and yet you don’t even know where He is from. 
But He opened my eyes.’   In so saying, the Pharisees were diminished in 
stature and Jesus exalted. The more they argued, the worse it got for them.  He 
continued, noting that God does not hear those harboring sin in their lives, yet if 
one worships God and does His will, God will hear him.    
 
He clearly implied, if Jesus was not of God, He could not have healed him.)  
 
The phrase, “since the world began” essentially has the sense, ‘since the 
beginning of time.’ Since then, no one has ever “opened the eyes of one that was 
born blind.”   The healed man continues. “If this man were not of God, he could 
do nothing.” The debate was over. The case of the blind man was won. The 
Pharisees lost. All they could do was retaliate against him which they did.  
 
The Pharisees returned with the presumption that His parents must have been 
living in some sort of sin, causing him to be born blind.   The implication was 
that his conception was during an act of sexual immorality.   It was a low blow, 
an insult of the vilest order.  Their response was near hysterical. “Thou wast 
altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us?”   How dare you teach us! We 



are the Pharisees. You are just the disgusting result of sin.   The healed man 
being cast out likely is in reference to the synagogue.   Because he had the 
audacity to disagree with the professional religionists of the day, they 
excommunicated him.   Such excommunication from a synagogue, could be for 
thirty days, more than thirty days, or indefinite. Which, we are not told.  
 
 
IV.  Christ's words to the man that had been blind 
 
John 9:35  Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, 
he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 
John 9:36  He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 
John 9:37  And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that 
talketh with thee. 
John 9:38  And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. 
 
When Jesus heard what had happened, He found the fellow and asked him, 
“Dost thou believe on the Son of God?”  The healed man with seeming eager 
anticipation replied, “Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him?”  Clearly in 
order according to the scriptures here is the Savior seeking the lost.  Many 
incorrectly interpret this particular account of the blind man.  Some say he was 
saved when he was healed. Some say the washing in the water saved him.  
 
The essentiality of the account is that he never ever saw anything until the Lord 
made it possible. This is what is known as divine illumination.  It was presented 
in a manner that would give believers the illustration of the simple fact that God 
acts before any man can.   Many ascribe to the first action being Calvary 
making salvation free to anyone at any time thereafter.  
 
Jesus answered cryptically, “Thou hath both seen him, and it is he that talketh 
with thee.”   It took no forethought for the healed man to impatiently exclaim, 
“Lord, I believe.”  Whereupon, he worshipped Jesus. It is noteworthy that Jesus 
readily accepted his worship.   It was befitting. He was God. The man therefore 
worshiped Him. Again, the Deity of Christ is obvious.  
 
Adam Clarke said this about verse 38: 
 

John 9:38 
 
And he said, Lord, I believe - That is, I believe thou art the Messiah; and, to give the 
fullest proof of the sincerity of his faith, he fell down before and adored him. Never 
having seen Jesus before, but simply knowing that a person of that name had opened his 
eyes, he had only considered him as a holy man and a prophet; but now that he sees and 
hears him he is convinced of his divinity, and glorifies him as his Savior. We may hear 
much of Jesus, but can never know his glories and excellencies till he has discovered 
himself to our hearts by his own Spirit; then we believe on him, trust him with our souls, 
and trust in him for our salvation. 



 

 
John 9:39  And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they 
which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. 
John 9:40  And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, 
and said unto him, Are we blind also? 
John 9:41  Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but 
now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.  His time was not yet. 
 
 
 
In verse 39, Jesus mysteriously replied, no doubt, in light of Isaiah 6:9-10.  
 

Isa 6:9  And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand 
not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.  

Isa 6:10  Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut 
their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed. 

 
His very ministry brought demarcation between those who would submit to Him 
and those who refused.  This latest episode so clearly revealed that. The poor 
blind beggar came to not only see physical light, but the greatest of spiritual light; 
whereas, the proud professional  religionist of the day remained in spiritual 
blindness.  Jesus’ very ministry became a judge of those made willing to 
embrace the truth and those who in blindness willfully refused because of their 
own inherent nature.  Some of the Pharisees, in overhearing Jesus, asked if 
they too were blind?  Jesus’ answer was unknowable (at least for them).  
 
The simple lesson was, if they were blind like the beggar had been, they too 
could have had their sin removed in trusting Him as he had done. However, in 
refusing to admit their spiritual blindness and falsely professing to understand 
spiritually, they remained in their sin. Pride blinds and it binds. The pride of the 
Pharisees blinded them to not only the truth, but also of their own wretched 
spiritual condition.  
 
The once blind man now had a “new vision” and a “new testimony.”  Jesus saw 
the difference in the man and he asks him in verse 35 if he believed on the Son 
of God.  The man was so spiritually confused that he asks who it was that was 
the son of God.  And in verse 38 he accepts Christ as His savior.    
 
No greater decision is ever made in anyone’s life than this one thing. When it all 
comes down to the end, it won’t make much difference how much money we 
made, what kind of car we drove, what kind of house we lived in, but the major 
thing will be “What did you do with Jesus?”  All manner of sins can be forgiven 
but one.  And that is when we blaspheme the Holy Spirit and refuse to accept 
Christ as Savior when God draws us to Him. 
 



1 John 5:16  If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, 
he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. 
There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. 
1 John 5:17  All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death. 
1 John 5:18  We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he 
that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him 
not. 
1 John 5:19  And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth 
in wickedness. 
 
Mat 12:31  Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy 
shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 
shall not be forgiven unto men. 
Mat 12:32  And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it 
shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it 
shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to 
come. 

 
 
 
KJV Bible Studies are prepared and distributed free of charge. The lessons may 
not be sold without consent. If you have questions or wish to discuss the lessons, 
or possibly need help in finding Jesus Christ as your Personal Lord and Savior, 
contact us at the email below. 
 
Prov 4:18  But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day. 
 
Website: www.KjvBibleStudies.net 
e-mail:   mailKjvBibleStudies@gmail.com  
 
Practice Random Acts of Kindness.  Each act spreads, and many will be 
blessed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


