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Memory verses for this week:  Psa 127:1  A Song of degrees for Solomon. Except the 

LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, 

the watchman waketh but in vain. 

 

Introduction: We continue with our study of Mark Chapter 4.   In chapter 3, we found 

the Pharisees again seeking to find fault in Christ, this time for healing the man with a 

withered hand.  In the middle of the chapter, Jesus chooses the 12 disciples and ordains 

them as apostles. We closed discussing the one unpardonable sin.   The one sin that can 

not be forgiven is blaspheming the Holy Spirit.  If God deals with us about our sin and 

we refuse to accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, this sin can not be forgiven and we 

must pay the consequence of our sins which is eternal separation from God. 

  

I.   The Parable of the Sower 

Mark 4:1  And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him 

a great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole 

multitude was by the sea on the land. 

Mark 4:2  And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his 

doctrine, 

Mark 4:3  Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow: 

This is called the parable of the sower.   One of the definitions of a parable is 

"something in the natural world, being used to teach spiritual truth."   I think this is how 

Jesus was teaching this day in teaching about the sower.    This parable reveals to us the 

kind of results we will see when we faithfully sow the word of God in the hearts of men. 

This should encourage us to know that we will be disappointed in some of the results. 

The results will not always be good, but there will be some good results in the good 

ground hearers. We are to faithfully sow the word, and leave the results to the Lord of the 

harvest.  

Jesus taught many times from a ship as people stood on the shore side.   It says on this 

day he taught them many things by parables.     When we see the word “Hearken” as 

Christ used in verse 3, he is telling us to pay attention.  Jesus taught the people doctrine. 

Many people today do not want doctrine. They want entertainment, excitement, and the 

things that please the flesh.  

II Tim. 4:2-4, Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 



exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not 

endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 

having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 

turned unto fables. 

Proverbs were given to an estranged people. They were used in the Old Testament in 

regard to the estrangement of God's people. In the New Testament, they are only used in 

the gospels, and never in the church epistles. The last time a parable is mentioned is in 

John 10:6. 

Mark 4:4  And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of 

the air came and devoured it up. 

Christ begins teaching about a sower that went forth to sow, but the parable turns on the 

difference of four kinds of soil, rather than on the sower.  In verse 4, it says some fell by 

the ‘way side.’  It says that the fowls of the air came and devoured the seed.   Why did 

the fowls devour the seed?  If you look along side the highway, many times there is 

grain there that has fallen from a truck or a trailer.  Sometimes if this grain is not eaten 

by the birds, it will sprout in the shallow ground. 

In this passage we can begin to understand the meaning of the parable. He used these 

common and ordinary experiences in farming, and then he brought along side the 

spiritual condition of people. Thus He could illustrate the spiritual truth they needed to 

learn. 

 

The sower in this parable is Christ, His apostles, His church, the God called preachers, 

and every Christian that spreads the gospel. This should encourage us what to expect 

from different kinds of people, when we sow the word.   First he speaks of the wayside 

hearers.  The fowls are a symbol of evil. 

Mark 4:5  And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately 

it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: 

Mark 4:6  But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it 

withered away. 

Some seed fell on stony ground.   Those that fell on stony ground soon died because the 

roots could not go down deep enough to get moisture.   I'm sure if you've done much 

gardening, you've experienced what happens to small plants when the sun comes 

beaming down.   Lately our Aprils have been so hot that it burns up the small plants 

before they can get a good root established. 

Mark 4:7  And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it 

yielded no fruit. 

Some of the seed fell  among thorns.   When gardening, you know how hard it is to 

keep the weeds out.    Even in your grass, there are always pesky weeds that come up to 

take away the moisture from the good plants.   These thorns choked out the good seed 



and they did not produce any fruit. 

Mark 4:8  And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and 

increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred. 

Mark 4:9  And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

However, some seed fell on the good ground, and those yielded fruit that sprang up and 

increased.  Some brought forth thirty fold, some sixty, some an hundred.   Even those 

seed that fell on good fertile soil did not yield the same.   Jesus warns those that have 

ears to hear what he is saying. 

Mark 4:10  And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of 

him the parable. 

Mark 4:11  And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the 

kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: 

Mark 4:12  That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and 

not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be 

forgiven them. 

The disciples ask Christ why that he taught in parables.  He explains that some things are 

taught in such a way that only the  spiritual man can understand.   Sometimes the lost 

do have it explained to them, and then they can be converted and their sins forgiven.  I 

believe the reason we have so many versions of the bible being printed today is due 

partially to lost men and women trying to make something spiritual understandable to the 

lost man.  And they will never be able to do this.   Other reasons for the various 

versions are greed of money to sell the newer version, and the direct attack of Satan on 

the Deity of Christ, the blood atonement,  and the virgin birth of Jesus Christ.   God 

said what he meant in the Word of God, and we are warned to not add or take from the 

words written both in Deuteronomy and Revelation. 

1 Cor 2:14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 

they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are 

spiritually discerned. 

These verses speak of the mystery of the kingdom.  

Matt. 13:13-15, Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and 

hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of 

Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye 

shall see, and shall not perceive: For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears 

are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with 

their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should 

be converted, and I should heal them. 

 

We learn that parables were used to reveal truth to some, and at the same time conceal 

truth from others.  



Isa. 6:9-10, And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; 

and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears 

heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 

understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.  

 

II.  The Parable of the Sower Explained 

Mark 4:13  And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know 

all parables? 

Mark 4:14  The sower soweth the word. 

Mark 4:15  And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they 

have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their 

hearts. 

The seed in the parable is the Word of God.  The word must be received in meekness if 

the soul is to be saved.  

 

James 1:21, Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive 

with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 

 

The wayside hearers is the wayward hearts of men.   The fowls represent Satan. When a 

farmer plants his corn, the crows and other birds are there to gobble up the seed that are 

exposed.   Satan takes away the word of God from their hearts. People may hear God's 

message, but they leave church and go out into the world. Out there the devil will use 

sports, movies, TV, and the many other things of the world to rob their hearts of the 

saving gospel. 

 

Jesus explains the parable in detail to the disciples.  The sower is sowing the Word of 

God.  The way side hearers are those who have word taken away immediately by Satan 

as soon as it is sown.    Perhaps a man hears the word and wants to respond, but Satan 

tells him to ignore the Word or just put it off another day when things are more 

convenient.    When Paul reasoned with Felix about the Gospel, he did not readily 

respond. 

Acts 24:24  And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, 

which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in 

Christ. 

Acts 24:25  And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to 

come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a 

convenient season, I will call for thee. 

We have no record that there was ever a convenient season for Felix.  If he never 

accepted Christ, he is one paying for his sins in Hell today.   Put it off until tomorrow is 

one of Satan’s favorite tricks.  Sometimes we don’t have another tomorrow.   The bible 

says today is the day of salvation, now is the accepted time. 



2 Cor 6:2  (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of 

salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 

the day of salvation.) 

Mark 4:16  And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they 

have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 

Mark 4:17  And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, 

when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. 

The stony ground hearers symbolize those with shallow hearts.  They respond to the 

word, but have no depths of moral or spiritual character.   In other words they never 

truly come to true faith and repentance, but have a spiritual experience, not a salvation 

experience.    The stony ground hearers have sin hardened hearts.  

 

Ezek. 33:31-32, And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee 

as my people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth 

they shew much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness. And, lo, thou art unto 

them as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an 

instrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not. 

 

These stony ground hearers hear the word in only a shallow and superficial way. Most 

modern day evangelism is geared to reach this kind of hearer. The use of entertainment, 

shallow contemporary music, audio visuals, no preaching on sins, and no demand for 

repentance, will produce the stony ground hearers.   Verse 17 says that with  no real 

roots, they cannot long endure.  They cannot stand affliction and persecution.   These 

fair weather hearers cannot stand the pressure. The least little thing will offend them. The 

stumble easy and are prone to let anything lead them to sin.    Is it possible that as a 

believer we may face persecution?   If we are real believers, it is promised.   Paul told 

young Timothy to expect it. 

 
2Ti 3:12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution.  

 

 

J. Vernon McGee summarized it all quickly in a few sentences. 

I’ll go over it quickly. The sower is the Son of Man and the seed is the Word of God. The 

birds by the wayside are SATAN. The stony-ground hearers are those who let affliction 

and persecution turn them from God. That is the flesh, and many people today are letting 

the flesh keep them from God. Then there are the thorny-ground hearers, those who let 

the cares of the world distract them. That is the world today. So many people today are 

letting the world shut them out from God. Then the good-ground hearers are those who 

are converted genuinely by the Word of God. They bring forth only percentages of fruit 

and only one third of these bring forth an hundredfold. So we see that we have here a 

parable with real action.   



 

Mark 4:18  And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 

Mark 4:19  And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of 

other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 

Jesus teaches three things about the seed sown among thorns. 

a.  The cares of this world choke the word. 

b.  The deceitfulness of riches choke the word 

c.  The lust of other things choke the word.     

All of these things go back to being worldly, and not spiritual.  The three things that 

bring us down are listed in I John. 

1 John 2:15  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any 

man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

1 John 2:16  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 

eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

1 John 2:17  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth 

the will of God abideth for ever. 

These are hindered by the thorns which represent the sinful power of the world.    

Remember that the thorns came about because of sin.  

 

Gen. 3:17-19, And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy 

wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of 

it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 

Thorns the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 

thou return. 

 

Verse 19 speaks of how they are hindered by the cares of this world and the deceitfulness 

of riches.  

 

I Tim. 6:9-10, But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 

foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of 

money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the 

faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 

 

They also are hindered by the lust of other things.  

 

Luke 8:14, And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go 

forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of [this] life, and bring no fruit 

to perfection. 

 



They are hindered by the word being choked.   

 

Gal 5:16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 

flesh. 

Gal 5:17  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: 

and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye 

would. 

Mark 4:20  And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, 

and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 

Only the seed which falls into good ground yields fruit.   The good ground hearers are 

fruitful, some thirtyfold, some sixty, some an hundred.   The bible says by their fruits 

you can know the true Christian.  These that truly get saved hear the Word, they receive 

the Word, and they bring forth fruit.   If you never brings forth fruit, you’d better check 

your salvation.  Not all produce the same quantity, but I think all true branches out the 

true vine produce some fruit.   

So to summarize, the good ground is the heart that has been prepared to receive the 

gospel.   These are true believers, ones that hear and receive the word. 

 

Luke 8:15, But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, 

having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 

 

True believers bear fruit with varying degrees of success.   Fruit bearing is concrete 

proof of one's salvation.  

 
Joh 15:1  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.  
Joh 15:2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every 

branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.  
Joh 15:3  Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.  
Joh 15:4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 

except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.  
Joh 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in 

him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.  
Joh 15:6  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 

withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are 
burned.  

Joh 15:7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you.  

Joh 15:8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be 
my disciples.  

 

God's children are commanded to bear fruit.  

 

Gal. 5:22-23, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 



goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.  

 

Col. 1:10, That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every 

good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God. 

 

 II Pet, 1:8, For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall 

neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

III.  The Parable of the Candle 

 

Mark 4:21  And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or 

under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick? 

Mark 4:22  For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any 

thing kept secret, but that it should come abroad. 

Mark 4:23  If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 

Mark 4:24  And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, 

it shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. 

Mark 4:25  For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath not, from him shall 

be taken even that which he hath. 

Jesus begins by defining the purpose of a candle.  

 

Psa. 119:130, The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the 

simple. 

 

It should be placed on a candlestick.   The light of God's truth is not to be hidden.    

Putting it under a bushel, refers to people letting their money or business interests hide 

their light.  Putting it under a bed speaks of letting comforts and laziness cover the light.   

Jesus teaches us in these verses that when we are saved, we are to be a light to the lost.   

The time will come one day when all that we have done will be revealed and manifested 

for all to see.   It is a reminder that we need to be about the Father’s business and be 

serious about spreading the Gospel.   We are to be careful that we hear truth, and that we 

measure carefully.   Those that judge harshly will in doubt be judged harshly.  But if we 

show grace, I think we will receive grace likewise.  

 

The candlestick is where the light is placed, in order to give the most light.   The New 

Testament Scriptural churches are represented as being candlesticks. This is where every 

Christian ought to be that their light would shine. If they are not, then they are hiding 

their light.  

Rev. 1:20, The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the 

seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the 



seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches. 

Jesus warns us to be about our work or we may lose even that which we have.   One of 

the most commonly used verses in the bible is Matthew 5:15-16.  It is a warning to us to 

be sure we glorify the Lord with our lives. 

Mat 5:15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a 

candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 

Mat 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

 

IV.  The Parable of the Seed Growing Secretly 

Mark 4:26  And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the 

ground; 

Mark 4:27  And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and 

grow up, he knoweth not how. 

Mark 4:28  For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after 

that the full corn in the ear. 

Mark 4:29  But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, 

because the harvest is come. 

This parable is only found here in the book of Mark.   It is very brief and no 

interpretation is given.  It has an important message for all who sow the Word of God.   

When the seed has been faithfully sown, it should be given time to grow.   We should 

not expect a full crop immediately.   We need to have patience and perseverance about 

us.  If we will continually and faithfully sow, God promises a return. 

Psa 126:5  They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

Psa 126:6  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 

doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. 

This parable could also apply to spiritual growth, or even possibly to the growth of the 

church.  The one thing that is clear, one day, there will be a harvest.   The seed 

mentioned in verse 26 is the word of God, and the ground is the world of lost men. The 

seed does not bring forth results immediately. We must wait for the results.  During this 

time, we have no control over the process.   The harvest will come in due time.  

Let us notice some important lessons for us.  There must be a sower and that is our 

responsibility.   We do not know how the process works, but that is in the hand of God.  

 

I Cor. 3:6-9, I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither 

is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 

Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own 



reward according to his own labour. For we are labourers together with God: ye are 

God's husbandry, ye are God's building. 

 

V.  The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

Mark 4:30  And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what 

comparison shall we compare it? 

Mark 4:31  It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less 

than all the seeds that be in the earth: 

Mark 4:32  But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and 

shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of 

it. 

Mark 4:33  And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as they were 

able to hear it. 

Mark 4:34  But without a parable spake he not unto them: and when they were alone, he 

expounded all things to his disciples. 

This parable relates to the sowing of the seed.   The parable of the mustard seed 

represents Christendom (meaning all professed Christians.)   The fowls of the air 

lodging in it speak of false teachers that pervert the truth.  Christ’s manner was to speak 

in parables to the multitudes and then explain the teachings to his disciples while they 

were alone with Him.   I sure look forward to hearing the Lord teach us in the Millennial 

kingdom one day.   It will be great to hear the Word expounded with power like we have 

never experienced before. 

This parable of the mustard seed also shows the deterioration in kind and quality. It 

represents professing Christianity, but not the pure things of God.  The mustard seed 

produces a monstrosity that becomes a tree. This is the public manifestation of religion as 

we see in the great apostasy of our day.   The fowls of the air represent Satan and his 

evil workers who are roosting in false religion of the last days. The fowls represent evil.  

Rev. 18:2, And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, 

is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a 

cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 

There is a contrast between the seed in the previous parable and the seed in this parable.  

The seed in this parable is mustard seed which cannot represent Christ the bread of life. 

The mustard plant is no more evil than the leaven, but they are a symbol of evil in this 

case.    There is no harvest, but just a tree full of evil birds.  

VI.  Jesus Stills the Storm 

Mark 4:35  And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass 

over unto the other side. 



Mark 4:36  And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in 

the ship. And there were also with him other little ships. 

Mark 4:37  And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so 

that it was now full. 

Mark 4:38  And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake 

him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? 

Jesus and the apostles board a small ship and pass over to the other side of the Sea of 

Galilee.   Jesus was asleep when the storm came upon the sea.   The fact that the storm 

did not awaken him might indicate how tired and weary he might have been at this time.  

The water was beating against the ship as the waves rose up.   And it was coming in 

faster than they could bail it out.   The disciples go down to Christ and ask Him if he 

even cared that they were about to perish. 

It seemed a strange proposal. Jesus certainly knew that a great storm was coming, but He 

wanted them to see that Christians must face the storms of life.   They had just heard the 

Word of God, and it produces faith. Now they are going to be tested.  

 

Rom. 10:17, So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

 

Jonah was in a storm because of disobedience, but they were in the storm because of 

obedience.  

 

There were several reasons why they had nothing to fear. 

 

a. Jesus said they would go to the other side. 

b. Jesus Himself was with them and they had seen His miracle working power. 

c. Jesus Himself had gone to sleep, revealing that there was nothing to be afraid of.  

 

Psa. 4:8, I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me 

dwell in safety. 

 

Some of His disciples were experienced sailors, but even they were afraid. This happens 

when we walk by sight and not by faith.   God does not exempt is children from the 

storms of this life.  

I Pet. 4:12, Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 

though some strange thing happened unto you. 

 

Mark 4:39  And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. 

And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 

Mark 4:40  And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no 



faith? 

Mark 4:41  And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man 

is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? 

Don’t you know this was something to see?  Jesus stands up and says “Peace, be still.”   

Boy when Jesus comes on the scene, he can bring great peace.     There is great 

authority in His words.  

Psa. 107:29, He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.  

Psa. 89:9, Thou rulest the raging of the sea: when the waves thereof arise, thou stillest 

them.  

John 14:27, Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, 

give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  

 

Christ rebuked the disciples for their lack of faith.  

Matt. 8:26, And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he 

arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. 

Matthew Henry said this of Christ’s calming of the sea. 

A word of comfort to us, that, be the storm of trouble ever so loud, ever so strong, 

Jesus Christ can lay it with a word’s speaking. When without are fightings, and within are 

fears, and the spirits are in a tumult, Christ can create the fruit of the lips, peace. If he 

say, Peace, be still, there is a great calm presently. It is spoken of as God’s prerogative to 

command the seas, Jer. 31:35. By this therefore Christ proves himself to be God. He that 

made the seas, can make them quiet. 

 

10. The reproof Christ gave them for their fears, is here carried further than in 

Matthew. There it is, Why are ye fearful? Here, Why are ye so fearful? Though there may 

be cause for some fear, yet not for fear to such a degree as this. There it is, O ye of little 

faith. Here it is, How is it that ye have no faith? Not that the disciples were without faith. 

No, they believed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; but at this time their fears 

prevailed so that they seemed to have no faith at all. It was out of the way, when they had 

occasion for it, and so it was as if they had not had it. "How is it, that in this matter ye 

have no faith, that ye think I would not come in with seasonable and effectual relief?’’ 

Those may suspect their faith, who can entertain such a thought as that Christ careth not 

though his people perish, and Christ justly takes it ill. 

 

Lastly, The impression this miracle made upon the disciples, is here differently 

expressed. In Matthew it is said, The men marvelled; here it is said, They feared greatly. 

They feared a great fear; so the original reads it. Now their fear was rectified by their 

faith. When they feared the winds and the seas, it was for want of the reverence they 

ought to have had for Christ. But now that they saw a demonstration of his power over 

them, they feared them less, and him more. They feared lest they had offended Christ by 

their unbelieving fears; and therefore studied now to give him honour. They had feared 



the power and wrath of the Creator in the storm, and that fear had torment and 

amazement in it; but now they feared the power and grace of the Redeemer in the calm; 

they feared the Lord and his goodness, and it had pleasure and satisfaction in it, and by it 

they gave glory to Christ, as Jonah’s mariners, who, when the sea ceased from her 

raging, feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, Jon. 1:16. 

This sacrifice they offered to the honour of Christ; they said, What manner of man is 

this? Surely more than a man, for even the winds and the seas obey him. 
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