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Memory verses for this week: Rom 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that
they might be saved.

Introduction: We continue with our study of Mark Chapter 5.  Last week at the end of
Chapter 4, we covered three parables on the candlestick, the seed, and the mustard
seed, and closed with Jesus calming the seas and the storm.  This weeks lesson
reveals why Jesus traveled through the storm to get to this place. It was to help this poor
demon possessed man. This shows how Jesus loves the lowest of sinners.

I. The Man of Gadara

Mark 5:1 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the
Gadarenes.

Mark 5:2  And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the
tombs a man with an unclean spirit,

Mark 5:3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not
with chains:

The country of Gadara is located east of the sea of Galilee. =~ When the disciples and
Christ arrive out of the travel across the sea, the first person they come upon was this
man. The man appeared to be like a crazy man because he had within him an unclean
spirit. ~ Rather than living in the city in a house, this man lived among the tombs and
was so powerful that he could not be bound even by chains.  Apparently, some of the
people had tried to help the man, but they could do nothing with him. He was as a wild
man who could not be tamed. =~ He dwelt in the country of the Gadarenes. There are a
lot of tombs hewn out of the cliff. Today, you can find stone coffins littering the valley
below. Vandals robbed the tombs later on. No doubt it was an active burying place in the
days of Jesus. Since the tombs were hewn out ahead of time there would have been
empty tombs for this man to dwell in.  Verse 2 says the devil filled him with unclean
spirits.  The bible teaches that the devil is a thief.

John 10:10, The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come
that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

Rev. 9:11, And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose
name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.



The man of Gadara had yielded to the temptations of sin, and Satan had literally taken
over his life.

II Tim. 2:26, And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are
taken captive by him at his will.

Satan has great power.

I Pet. 5:8-9, Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing
that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

Mark 5:4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains
had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man
tame him.

Mark 5:5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying,
and cutting himself with stones.

This man was a terror and torment to himself and to all about him. Believe me, the devil
is a cruel master to those that are led captive by him. Verse 5 says he was always in the
mountains and in the tombs trying to destroy himself. A man possessed by a demon
does not want to live. And a man or woman who doesn’t know Jesus as Lord and Savior
is similar to this man. They may not show the outward signs of frustration like this man,
but a person still under the bonds of sin are in great torment. Many spend hundreds of
dollars seeking medicine to free them from their pain. But only the living water that
Jesus Christ gives freely can fill the need for a heart without God.

The weird behavior that we see in the unbelievable acts of men is the work of the devil.
Mass murders, sexual perversion against children, and other unbelievable acts today are
the work of the devil. Psychiatrists, counselors and the medical profession cannot solve
these problems. Prisons cannot reform them. Only God can change them through
salvation.

Matt. 19:26, But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but
with God all things are possible.

Luke 1:37, For with God nothing shall be impossible.

This man was effectively out of his mind, and men could not change him or restrain him.
He continued in this hopeless condition. He cut and mutilated his on body.

I Kings. 18:28, And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives
and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them.

This explains all the body piercing that we see in many people today. People with rings in



the ear, tongue, eyebrows, nose, and private parts of their bodies, are all indications of the
work of the devil today. When people start messing with drugs, they open the door for
Satanic oppression and demon possession.

Mark 5:6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him,

Mark 5:7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou
Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.

Mark 5:8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit.

Mark 5:9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is
Legion: for we are many.

While many in this life do not know who Jesus Christ truly is, this demon that possessed
the man knew Jesus. He call him by name in verse 7 and says “Jesus, thou Son of the
most high God”. The man knew he had a need, and he comes to Jesus. When Jesus
comes on the scene, there is hope for those in need. Jesus looks upon this man who is
possessed by the demon, and he has compassion on him. He tells the unclean spirit to
come out of the man. The man tells Christ that his name is Legion, because there were
many evil spirits in the man. The name Legion means “many”. They confessed that
they were many. How many there were, we do not know. But a legion consisted of 6,826
men in the Roman army.

We believe that the Lord worked in his heart and caused him to be willing to worship.

John 6:44, No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and
I will raise him up at the last day.

The demons resisted him. Unclean spirits always resist Jesus. They know who he is and
greatly fear him. Jesus commanded the evil spirits to leave the man in verse 8.

Mark 5:10 And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the
country.

Mark 5:11 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding.

Mark 5:12  And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may
enter into them.

Mark 5:13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and
entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they
were about two thousand; ) and were choked in the sea.

The demons make a request to Christ and ask that they would not be sent out of the
country. They may have feared that Christ would send to be reserved for punishment in
chains since some of Satan’s demons are already chained waiting for punishment.

These demons ask to be sent into the swine.



2 Pet 2:4 Forif God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to
hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

The evil spirits requested to remain in that country. This must have been a good country
for evil spirits to dwell. There are certain regions of the world that seem to be given over
to demon activity. The evil spirits wanted to be in the herd of swine. It is clear that evil
spirits greatly want a body to dwell in.

Swine were considered to be unclean and they were forbidden to Jews.

Lev. 11:7, And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth
not the cud; he is unclean to you.

Isa. 65:4, Which remain among the graves, and lodge in the monuments, which eat
swine's flesh, and broth of abominable things is in their vessels.

Is it possible that this man in the lesson eat some of their pigs? We don't have a clear
record, but know that nothing is too rotten or filthy for the devil. This was gentile
territory which explains the swine.

In verse 13, there was a violent reaction of the fearful swine. In their terror they ran of a
cliff into the sea. To lose 2,000 swine was a great economic loss. We are not told what
happened to the evil spirits. The evil spirits believed and trembled, but they could not be
saved.

James 2:19, Thou believest that there is one God, thou doest well: the devils also believe,
and tremble.

These evil spirits also believe in a coming judgment.

Matt. 8:29, And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou
Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?

"The time," is the time of judgment that they know is coming.

Matthew Henry in his commentary said this about the desire of the demons to enter into
the swine.

The permission Christ gave them to enter into the swine, and the immediate destruction
of the swine thereby; He gave them leave (v. 13), he did not forbid or restrain them, he let
them do as they had a mind. Thus he would let the Gadarenes see what powerful spiteful
enemies devils are, that they might thereby be induced to make him their Friend, who
alone was able to control and conquer them, and had made it appear that he was so.
Immediately the unclean spirits entered into the swine, which by the law were unclean
creatures, and naturally love to wallow in the mire, the fittest place for them. Those that,
like the swine, delight in the mire of sensual lusts, are fit habitations for Satan, and are,



like Babylon, the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird
(Rev. 18:2), as pure souls are habitations of the Holy Spirit. The consequence of the
devils entering into the swine, was, that they all ran mad presently, and ran headlong into
the adjoining sea, where they were all drowned, to the number of two thousand. The man
they possessed did only cut himself, for God had said, He is in your hands, only save his
life. But thereby it appeared, that, if he had not been so restrained, the poor man would
have drowned himself. See how much we are indebted to the providence of God, and the
ministration of good angels, for our preservation from malignant spirits.

Mark 5:14 And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city, and in the country.
And they went out to see what it was that was done.

Mark 5:15 And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and
had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

Mark 5:16 And they that saw it told them how it befell to him that was possessed with
the devil, and also concerning the swine.

Mark 5:17 And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts.

We see the effect the demons have on the swine. They immediately flee and rush
headlong into the water and drown there in the sea. It says there were like 2,000 of
them. Now this was a great miracle, the possessed man now comes and is clothed and in
his right mind.  You’d expect there to be rejoicing and happiness about the man being
delivered. But rather, when the people go and tell the city what has happened, the ask
Jesus to depart from their coasts. Why was this?

Plain and simple, a love of money. These swine were worth a lot of money and now
they were destroyed, and it was this loss of money that moved them, not a love for the
man who had been delivered. Jesus many times comes to those who do not want him in
their midst, but if rejected and told to leave, he will leave you. God has never forced
himself upon anyone. Those who will be saved must come willingly after the Holy Spirit
draws them. Jesus died for our sins, but he can not believe for us. Each of us makes up
our own minds about whether to accept or reject him as Personal Savior.

Luke 8:35 Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and
found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

Luke 8:36 They also which saw it told them by what means he that was
possessed of the devils was healed.

The feeders of the animals reported the loss, since they did not want to be responsible for
the great loss. The owners and others came to see what had happened. Concerned just for
their own monetary position, they were not impressed with the changed condition of the
man. If their hearts had been right, they would have rejoiced in what they saw.

Instead they were interested in their own prosperity. The world is not impressed when
people are saved and changed today.

They were afraid of the man before, and they are afraid of the supernatural event that had



changed him. The event was explained but they were not impressed. Charismatics
believe that healing, casting out demons, and speaking in tongues will cause people to
believe and be saved today. It is not so.

Luke 16:30-31, And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the
dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

They wanted to get rid of Jesus. This is what is going on in the world today. They want to
get Jesus and the bible out of the schools, government, and public life.

Mark 5:18 And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the
devil prayed him that he might be with him.

Mark 5:19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends,
and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on
thee.

Mark 5:20 And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus
had done for him: and all men did marvel.

He was sitting at the feet of Jesus. He is now at rest. Sitting is the place of learning.

Luke 8:35, Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the
man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his
right mind: and they were afraid.

He was clothed. He was now clothed in the righteousness of God. He was also now
modest. Nakedness and immodesty is the work of the devil. He was also in his right
mind. This explains the difference in his behavior. Sinful people are not in their right
mind, but in the wrong mind. He now has the mind of Christ.

I Cor. 2:16, For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we
have the mind of Christ.

Phil. 2.5, Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.

The man earnestly wanted to be with Jesus. People who are converted ought to want to
be in the Church for He is there.

Matt. 18:20, For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them.

He heard the command and obeyed and became a mighty witness for the Lord.

Jesus gives the man a commission. He desires to be with Christ (as do all who are
saved and delivered from sin), but Jesus tells him to go home and tell his friends about



what great things the Lord had done for him. And the man was obedient and went forth
and published it in Decapolis. It says that all men did marvel at this miracle. While
Jesus may have some follow and go directly into the ministry, I believe with all my heart
that he would have all of us do what he told this man to do. We need to go and tell others
about what great things the Lord has done for us. And believe me, if you are saved, your
story is different than anyone else’s. Our personal testimony of what God has done is
very powerful. It never replaces the gospel which must be preached, but it substantiates
and proves what God will do to others if they too will come to God by faith.

IN CONCLUSION

We see 3 requests in these verses.

1. Demons begged Him not to send them to the pit. v. 10
2. Citizens begged Jesus to leave. v. 17
3. The healed man begged to go with Jesus. v. 18

II. Jesus Heals the Woman with the Issue of Blood

Mark 5:21 And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side, much people
gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea.

Mark 5:22  And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name; and
when he saw him, he fell at his feet,

Mark 5:23 And besought him greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death: 1
pray thee, come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.

Since the people of Gadara asked Jesus to leave, he goes across to the other side of the sea where
people desired to come unto him. We see one of rulers of the synagogue, Jairus, coming and
seeking Jesus to heal his daughter. When we have a child sick, there is not much worse than the
feeling this brings us. How many times would you have suffered for your child if it could have
been possible. But sickness comes upon us all, and in those hours we must do what this man
did... come to Jesus and seek him to heal them. This man had faith... he comes humbly and falls
at Jesus’ feet, and asks him to ‘lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed.” Jesus has a
powerful touch, but he can but speak the word and heal the child also.

Jairus was one the important officers of the synagogue. Along with others he ordered the affairs
of that particular synagogue. In verse 23, he made an emotional plea for Jesus to heal his
daughter. Only the touch of Jesus would be needed.

Luke 8:42, For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying. But as
he went the people thronged him.

Jesus is moved by our needs and requests.

Matt. 11:28, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.



Mark 5:24 And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged him.
Mark 5:25 And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years,

Mark 5:26 And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that
she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,

Mark 5:27 When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his
garment.

Mark 5:28 For she said, If | may touch but his clothes, | shall be whole.

The crowd pressed in around Jesus as they traveled. This was a hectic time with
people coming in from all around and thronging around Jesus. There are so many
needs of people, and those in great need knew that Jesus was the one who could heal
them. Before Jesus can even deal with Jairus’ daughter, this woman with the issue of
blood comes to Christ. It says she had been sick with this blood issue for 12 years and
had spent all of her money with doctors and was not better. Not only was she not
better, but she continued to grow worse. She was ceremonially unclean, which
restricted her religious and social life.

Lev. 15:19, And if a woman have an issue, and her issue in her flesh be blood, she shall
be put apart seven days: and whosoever toucheth her shall be unclean until the even.

Like Jairus, this woman had great faith and says that is she can but touch his garment,
she would be made whole. This is the kind of faith that God desires for us to have.
When we pray, we are to pray believing that God will answer.

Mark 11:23 For verily | say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in
his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass;
he shall have whatsoever he saith.

Mark 11:24 Therefore | say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.

Mark 11:25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any:
that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.

Mark 11:26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven
forgive your trespasses.

This woman had faith to believe that Jesus could heal her if she could only touch His
clothes.

Mark 6:56, And whithersoever he entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid
the sick in the streets, and besought him that they might touch if it were but the border of
his garment: and as many as touched him were made whole.

She could have said that Jairus was with an important man and I dare not bother Jesus.
The woman could have said that she had tried everything else, why bother any more.



Mark 5:29 And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her
body that she was healed of that plague.

Mark 5:30 And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him,
turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?

Mark 5:31 And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee,
and sayest thou, Who touched me?

Mark 5:32 And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing.

When the woman came, and touched the clothing of the Lord, it says she was healed
immediately. Verse 29 says the fountain of her blood was dried up and she feltin her
body that she was healed of the plague. Jesus knew someone had touched him and
someone had been healed, and he asked who it was. The disciples are surprised by
the question since people were all around thronging him, and they know it would be
almost impossible to know. But Jesus looked around to see who it was. The healing
that many physicians could not bring, was accomplished instantly. The "virtue" was the
"power" flowing forth from Jesus to the woman.

Rom. 1:16, For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

Many people were touching Him, but only the woman was touching Him in faith. v.31

Mark 5:33 But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came
and fell down before him, and told him all the truth.

Mark 5:34 And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in
peace, and be whole of thy plague.

The woman was fearful for what she had done, and she comes forth and confesses all to
him. Jesus was not upset with the woman at all, but commends her, and tells her that
‘thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.” When Jesus
comes, Satan has no power over people. If it is God’s will, any disease can be removed.
Nothing is too hard for our God. Jesus pronounced that her faith had saved her, which
seems to indicate that her soul was healed as well.

lll. Jairus’ Daughter is Raised from the Dead

Mark 5:35 While he yet spake, there came from the ruler of the synagogue's house
certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any further?

Mark 5:36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the ruler of
the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe.

Mark 5:37 And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the
brother of James.

Mark 5:38 And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and seeth the
tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly.

One of the things that | think speaks well of Jairus is that while Jesus was dealing with
the other lady, never did he push Jesus to go on to take care of his daughter.



Sometimes we are so involved in our problems and our concerns, that we don’t have the
proper care for others who are having troubles themselves. But as we will find out, the
delay was only used in order to bring greater honor to the Lord.

Some of the people come and tell Jairus that he didn’'t need to bother Jesus anymore.
Your daughter has already died. Jesus hears what they say, and tells the ruler, “Be
not afraid, only believe.” That is good advice for you and | also.  So many times
things come up in our lives that makes us fear, but in that hour, we need to fear not but
look to the Lord for strength.

The news of her death and a plea to give up any hope of healing. Jesus encouraged his
faith, and quieted his fears.

Heb. 4:16, Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Prov. 3:5-6, Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

Jesus takes Peter, James, and John (his close inner circle of friends), and they come to
the house. There were many there as is the case when there is death in the family,
and there is much weeping and wailing going on.

Mark 5:39 And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and
weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.

Mark 5:40 And they laughed him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh
the father and the mother of the damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth in
where the damsel was lying.

Mark 5:41 And he took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, Talitha cumi; which
is, being interpreted, Damsel, | say unto thee, arise.

Mark 5:42 And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age of
twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment.

Mark 5:43 And he charged them straitly that no man should know it; and commanded
that something should be given her to eat.

Arriving at the house Jesus was greeted with a pitiful scene of weeping and wailing. The
girl was dead as for as the people were concerned, but to Jesus she was only sleeping.

I Cor. 15:51, Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed.

I Thess. 4:13, But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.

Jesus questions why they are so upset. He tells them the damsel is not dead but
sleepeth. As you know, when we die many times it is related to sleep. But rather than
take Jesus at his word, many of them laughed at the Lord. We may can laugh when



someone makes a mistake in this life, but with Jesus, He never makes a mistake.

These that laugh have no idea the power that this man had over life and death. Jesus
goes into the girl, and raises her up. She was 12 years old, and those who saw her
come up were astonished. Jesus charges them that they should not tell others about this
at this time. And as always, Jesus shows his concern for the person at hand and tells
them to give the girl something to eat. Never doubt that the Lord is concerned about
each of us.

Because of their unbelief, only five people were allowed to witness this miracle. The
witnesses were father, mother, Peter, James and John.  Only two or three witnesses
were required under the law to establish facts.

Deut. 17:6, At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of
death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.

Deut. 19:15, One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin,
in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three
witnesses, shall the matter be established.

Unbelief laughs at the word of God, but faith lays hold and believes. Here was the
touch of life and the voice of authority over death in verse 41.

Matt. 9:25, But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand,
and the maid arose. He is the resurrection and the life.

John 11:25, Jesus said unto her, | am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.

She arose, walked and ate, certainly proved that a miracle had taken place. Because
of Jesus, death and the grave have no power over the believer.

1 Cor 15:55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
1 Cor 15:56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.

1 Cor 15:57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.

1 Cor 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour
is not in vain in the Lord.

J. Vernon McGee said this about the raising of the little girl.

“Talitha cumi” was an expression of the Aramaic that the little girl would have
understood. It was her native tongue and | think it could be translated “Little lamb, wake
up!” That’s what he said to her and that is a sweet, lovely thing. We find that our Lord
raised a little girl, He raised a man in the vigor of young manhood (the widow’s son at
Nain), and then probably a mature man or even a senior citizen, Lazarus. He raised
them all the same way. He spoke to them!



| think this little girl represents the little folk, those little ones before they reach the age of
accountability. And He said to her in this lovely way, “Little lamb, wake up.” | know right
now I'm speaking to a lot of folk who have lost little ones. When we lost our first little
one, what a sad thing it was for us. It's wonderful for me to know that although she has
been in His presence for many years, one of these days He’s going to speak those
words again, “Little lamb, wake up!” He'll be talking to my little lamb and to your little
lamb. Then that little form that we laid away will be raised from the grave, the spirit
joined to the glorified body, and we will again have our little ones some day. What a
wonderful, beautiful thing this is. It is a demonstration of His power.
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lessons, or possibly need help in finding Jesus Christ as your Personal Lord and
Savior, contact us at the email below.

Prov 4:18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.
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Practice Random Acts of Kindness. Each act spreads, and many will be
blessed.



